
The Last Chief, The First Statesman

Quanah Parker:



Look and Learn

(Comanche for Hello)

“Marúawe”

Activity #2Activity #2
Study the two images of Quanah 
Parker. What evidence (details)  
in the two images represent his 
two worlds? 

Write your answer here.

Activity #1Activity #1

This exhibit is about Quanah Parker,  

a Comanche chief who lived in Texas 

and Oklahoma a long time ago. Let’s 

discover how he helped his people and 

how his story connects to Texas history!

Quanah Parker was born to a Comanche father, Peta Nacona,  
and an Anglo mother, Cynthia Ann Parker.

He became the last chief of the Quahada Comanche.

Study the two images of Quanah Parker 
as a leader. List the similarities and 
differences in the two images.

Discuss the details you see with your 
shoulder partner.



v

On The map

On the Move
The Comanche were nomads who followed the American 

Bison herds. They lived in tipis and traded with other tribes.

Activity #1Activity #1
Sketch the tipi and write one 
thing that you would bring 
with you if you moved a lot.

Activity #2Activity #2
How did the land determine how the Comanche lived?  
Use the tipi exhibit to provide evidence for your answer.

mountains & basinsmountains & basins
great plainsgreat plains
north central plainsnorth central plains
gulf coastal plainsgulf coastal plains

comanchecomanche



ArtworkArtwork Study the mural. It is also on the North Wall.Study the mural. It is also on the North Wall.

DescribeDescribe
Describe what people and 
animals you see in the mural. 

Write your answers here.

ExamineExamine
What elements of art do you see 
in the mural? (movement, sound, 
light, dark, etc.) 

Write your answers here.

InterpretInterpret
What do you think this mural is 
about? What action is happening 
in the artwork? 

Write your answer here.

ImpactImpact
How does the action in the mural 
show change? 

Write your answer here.

Art Analysis



ActivityActivity::
Use evidence from any three panels. List characteristics of Comanche life.

Then, think about how differently we live today. 

I wonder what it would be like to be a Comanche child.  
Tell me what you think. 

Pick Three Panels of the Tipi

Comanche World

•

•

•

•



Family tree

Cynthia 
Ann's World

ActivityActivity::

Cynthia Ann Parker was born around 1827 in Illinois.  
Her family moved to Texas in 1835 and built Fort Parker.

In 1836, a Comanche war party attacked the fort. Nine-
year-old Cynthia Ann was one of several captives taken.
 
She grew up fully Comanche, married Chief Peta  
Nocona and had three children: Quanah Parker, Pecos, 
and Topsannah (also known as Prairie Flower). Her white relatives made  
several attempts to recapture her over the years but were unsuccessful.

In 1860, Texas Rangers raided a Comanche camp. They captured Cynthia Ann and her 
daughter, Prairie Flower. They were forced back into society with her original family.

Think about your family. Who has been an influence to you?  
Describe this person and how they have impacted your life.

Silas M. Parker

GRANDFATHER

Lucinda M. Parker (Duty)

GRANDMOTHER

Cynthia Ann Parker
“Naduah”

MOTHER

Comanche Chief Peta Nocona
“Lone Wanderer”

FATHER

Pecos “Pecan”

BROTHER
Quanah Parker

“Kwihnai = Eagle” Topsannah
“Prairie Flower”

SISTER

Quanah’s Family



Birth

Leader in Training

Conflicts on the Plains

Detail #1:

Detail #2:

    He worked with allies and partners to...

Alliances and Partnerships

Moments in 
Quanah parker's Life
Jot down two details about each key moment in Quanah Parker’s life.  
Then, write one sentence to summarize that part of his life.

Detail #1:

Detail #2:

    The conflicts in his life were...

Detail #1:

Detail #2:

    He showed his leadership skills by...

Detail #1:

Detail #2:

    His birth was unusual because...



ActivityActivity::
After reading about Quanah Parker’s partnerships and friendships across his world,  
think about how difficult but smart it was for him to find common ground.

Next, think about times when you don’t always agree with classmates and family. 

How do you compromise to get along with others? 

Draw a picture or write a sentence.

Building 
Bridges

Finding Something in Common

On the reservation, Quanah Parker  

forged alliances with Comanche  

leaders, other tribes, and ranchers.

He made deals. He built trust.  

He turned enemies into allies.

Quanah Parker led with grit  

and grace. He fought not just  

to survive but to thrive in a  

world that was changing rapidly. 



How did the bison and horse 
change life for the Plains Indians?

#1 Horses  
Power and Freedom

How did the elimination of the  
bison affect the Comanche people?

#2 Fighting for the land

Winds of Change in 
Quanah parker’s Life
Visit each area of the exhibit. Read the information and study the artifacts. 
Discuss your observations with your shoulder partner. Then, using your new 
knowledge, write about the changes that happened in Quanah Parker’s life.

#3 Learning New Ways
What types of new things  
did the Comanche learn under  
Quanah Parker’s leadership?

After the war, Quanah Parker helped his people farm and make peace with ranchers.



Select an artifact. Sketch your 
selection in the box to the right. (See)

What is the artifact used for? (Think)

What question do you still have about 
this artifact? (Wonder)

the quanah parker 
collection

Sketch and describe the artifacts in Quanah Parker’s collection that stand out to you.  
What are the artifacts used for? What questions do you still have about the artifact? 
Look at each artifact and use your inferencing skills to answer the questions.

Select an artifact. Sketch your 
selection in the box to the left. (See)

What is the artifact used for? (Think)

What question do you still have about 
this artifact? (Wonder)

Select an artifact. Sketch your 
selection in the box to the left. (See)

What is the artifact used for? (Think)

What question do you still have about 
this artifact? (Wonder)
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a texas hero

What have you learned about Quanah Parker 
that can be remembered every year on 
Quanah Parker Day?

What are some traits that make up a hero?

List some of the leadership traits you learned from Quanah Parker.

Trait #1:

Trait #3:

Trait #2:

Trait #4:



Quanah 
Parker 
Trail

Visit the Quanah Parker Trail webpage (using the QR code above). 
Select an arrow from the interactive map.

Why is there an arrow at that location?  
How does this connect to Quanah Parker’s story?

www.ranchingheritage.orgwww.ranchingheritage.org
(806) 742–0498 (806) 742–0498 

3121 4th street, lubbock, tx 794093121 4th street, lubbock, tx 79409

Go to
www.quanahparkertrail.com/
to explore the Quanah Parker Trail

Scan the QR code 
OR

why, then, and thereActivityActivity::


